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Setting the High Watermark for Outdoor Adventure 

 
Bitterroot Bonanza 

 
For the first time ever, North Idaho’s world class Rails-to-Trails system is linked into a superb itinerary that 

combines biking, rafting and kayaking. This is an ideal family trip and since this is our own backyard, you can 

be sure we’ll have plenty of surprises and special treats along the way. The Bitterroot Bonanza has plenty to 

offer in 5 days full of outdoors, history and activities.  National Geographic Adventure Magazine named this 

one of their top 25 new trips in 2010.  We want to continue this tradition! 
 
Day 0) Arrive in Spokane, Washington and overnight (hotel not included). 
 
Day 1) We meet in the morning for today’s ride on the Washington/Idaho Centennial Trail that goes from the 

west of Spokane all the way to eight miles east of Coeur d’Alene.  From the hotel we make a short transfer to 

the start of the trail at Riverside State Park and start our ride through a forest of pines and firs. We stop at 

various historic and scenic points including the dramatic Bowl & Pitcher rapid where ancient lava flows formed 

a spectacular setting of huge boulders of basalt. We ride through downtown Spokane past the Spokane River 

falls, continuing east on a trail that is mostly level. Along the river we pass under willows and may stop for a 

quick dip as we ride to the Idaho/Washington border. Throughout the day you’ll learn about the area’s natural 

and cultural history from your ROW Adventures guide. We load our van at the border for a short transfer into 

the lakeside town of Coeur d’Alene, where ROW Adventures is headquartered. Anyone so inclined may ride 

along Lake Coeur d’Alene another eight miles to the end of the trail east of town, then return. Enjoy dinner out 

as a group and overnight in local accommodations.   

 

Distance: 37-mile bike ride with optional additional 16 miles. 

 

Day 2) Trading pedals for paddles we jump into touring kayaks for a three-hour paddle on the blue waters of 

Lake Coeur d’Alene. You’ll paddle through an active osprey breeding area where we watch these birds fish and 

tend their nests. We may also see bald eagles, herons, comorants and other waterfowl. Your guides’ knowledge 

will help deepen your appreciation of the wildlife as well as the natural history of the lake. Then we transfer 

south about 30 minutes to the western starting point of the Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes, a 70-mile trail through 

the heart of North Idaho. We ride from the trailhead downhill through forests and meadows on the old Union 

Pacific Railroad line. Our day ends with a final ride across the lake on a lovely historic bridge, then along the 

east side of Lake Coeur d’Alene to the hamlet of Harrison.   

 

Distance: 7-mile kayak; 8 to 16-mile bike ride. 

 

Day 3) We ride about 35 miles today at a leisurely pace through marshes and along the Coeur d’Alene Chain 

lakes and river while learning about the mining legacy of the area. A special visit to the historic Cataldo  

Mission, Idaho’s oldest building, is a highlight. Built by two Jesuit priests and some 300 members of the Coeur 

d’Alene Tribe, this is an astounding building. We stop for a snack or meal at the historic Enaville Snake Pit, a 

colorful eating and drinking establishment, then transfer or ride to our evening’s accommodation.  
 
Distance: 35-mile bike ride.   

 

Day 4) This morning we load up for an 1 ½ hour drive across Lookout Pass to go rafting on the Clark Fork 

River in Montana, an intermediate whitewater trip with paddle in hand. The trip is suitable for anyone age five 

and up. Those seeking more excitement may opt to paddle their own inflatable kayak! The 14-mile paddle 



 

travels through a dramatic canyon of fine western scenery and deep gorges. We enjoy a bountiful riverside 

smorgasbord lunch on a sandy beach perfect for swimming.   
 
Distance: 14-mile paddle. 

 

Day 5) A short drive back to the Idaho/Montana border gets us to the historic and spectacular Hiawatha Trail. 

We start at the East Portal trailhead and immediately enter the two-mile long Taft Tunnel. Before the morning is 

over we go through another six tunnels and cross a number of breath-taking trestles that span deep and forested 

canyons of the Bitterroot Mountains.  This is one of the most spectacular, if not the most spectacular, rails-to-

trails trail in the United States. It is well maintained and the gravel route and gentle grade make it easy for the 

whole family to ride together.  Being on a railroad grade, this portion of the trail follows a very easy 1.7% 

downhill grade from 4160 ft. at the West Portal to 3175 ft. at Pearson, for a total drop of a little less than 1000 

ft. in a distance of 15 miles. After a trailside lunch, we finish our ride, and then load up for a two hour drive 

back to Spokane where we began our adventure five days earlier.  

 

Distance: 15-mile bike ride.   

 

Prices:  

Cost per person $1795/adult 

Youth 16 and under sharing accommodations w/ 2 

adults 

$1230/youth 

Single Supplement $215/adult 

 

Includes: Lodging from Day 1 through Day 4all meals from lunch on Day 1 through lunch on Day 5; all rafting 

and kayaking gear; use of quality hybrid bicycle and related gear  
 
Not Included:  Applicable taxes and use fees, alcoholic beverages, gratuities for guides, and hotel on arrival 

and departure nights. 
 
Nearest Airport:  Spokane, Washington  
 
Arrival Time:  We recommend you arrive the night before the trip and spend the night at the Davenport Inn or 

Red Lion River Inn in downtown Spokane, Washington.  The trip will begin and end at our Spokane office, 

located at 209 S Washington St., Spokane, Washington. 

 

2014 Dates: July 10, 24; August 7, 21, 28; by request for groups. 
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